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MARY ANN MAGUIRE Born 1812-15. Native of Dublin Ireland. 
Protestant. Needleworker, servant. 


Arrived in Sydney on 10 August 1832 on the Red Rover. A 
needleworker, alone (no family with her), 20 years old (bon 1812). 
Mary Anne declared "war" on James Davidson, the father of her 
illegitimate child Martha Davidson, over child maintenance, and he 
had her thrown into gaol. Her gaol admission records (June-July 1835) 
state: born 1815*; 4ft 10% inches tall; stout; light complexion; black 
hair; hazel eyes; blind in left eye; came free; native of Dublin 
Protestant; servant. * 1815 is more likely to be correct, being taken in 
a one-on-one interview by the police, whereas 1812 shipping entry 
was most likely done, under duress, in a stressful situation. 


In 1922 during the Irish Civil War (1912-16) the Public Records Office 
in Dublin was destroyed, almost half of Church of Ireland parish 
records were lost. (Roman Catholic, Presbyterian and Methodist 
records were not stored there, so survive). 


Colonial Office correspondence: "Red Rover"., 1832. 


17 February. John Astle in Dublin was advised: a 
providing own clothes and bedding 


(later provided). 7 March 1832... 96 
young women from Cork... 44 females from Dublin. 

7 April, the ship was at Cork, awaiting the arrival of 40 Dublin 
passengers in order to sail. Little Red Rover, all of 400 tons, finally set 
sail from Cork on 10 April. 


Three generations of illegitimate children 
(1) Mary Ann Maguire's illegitimate daughter MARTHA DAVIDSON 
was born 11 June 1834 in Sydney. 

(2) Martha's first child 


MARY ANN PARKER was born 24 October 1852 at Woolway Station 
(Gegedzerick), NSW, daughter of Thomas Spence, was also 
illegitimate. 

(3) Martha's daughter ELIZABETH PARKER also had an illegitimate 
child, LESLEY PARKER, born 27 September 1884 (my grandfather) at 
Jimenbuen, Dalgety, NSW. 


Family naming orders 

What we have in NSW is: Mary Ann Maguire; her daughter Martha 
Davidson; and granddaughter Elizabeth Parker. I have searched 
thousands of still existing Irish genealogy records, and especially 
Dublin County records, looking for Maguires, McGuires and M'Guires 
going back to the 1600s. Martha is not a common forename in these 
family records. 


CHILD 


17. MARTHA DAVIDSON Born at Sydney, NSW: 11 Jun 1834. Baptized 
at St Phillips Sydney on 24 August. Parents: James & Mary Ann Davison; 
abode Sydney; James' profession, clerk (correct). 
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Remarkably Martha migrated with her mother back to Ireland. She 


returned to Sydney on the William & Mary aged 14, a laundress, arriving 
on 21 Nov 1849. Death Certificate: Died 12 Aug 1901 at Woodside, 


Dalgety, NSW. Father: James Davidson, (ship’s) captain (rubbish). 
Mother: Mary Ann O’Dwyer (Maguire). Born Sydney, NSW. Married 
Archibald Parker at Cooma NSW when aged 18. Buried at Gegedzerick 
Cemetery, Berridale. Manaroo Mercury: ‘100 persons attended to pay 
their last respects.’ She ‘had a long and painful illness of some 14 
months.’ 


Married at Cooma, NSW: 03 Dec 1856, Martha Davidson & Archibald 
Parker. Archibald: bachelor, aged 33, labourer, born Glasgow Scotland. 
Mother Frances Hall. Father’s occupation, miner. Martha: spinster, 
house servant, aged 22. Mother Mary Anne McGuire. Father’s profession, 
carpenter. 16. ARCHIBALD PARKER Labourer, house 
servant. Born at Glasgow, Scotland: 16 Jun 1820. Parents: Hugh Parker 
and Frances Hall. Death Certificate: Died at ‘Woodside’, Dalgety, NSW: 
21 Jul 1893. Aged 70. Father: Hugh Parker, miner. Mother: Frances Hall. 
Buried Gegedzerick Cemetery, Berridale. Church of England. Born 
Glasgow, Scotland. In Australia 45 years (1848?). Sands NSW Country 
Directory & Official Post Office Directory: 1867, Archibald Parker gold 
miner, Rocky River; 1872-79, Archibald Parker, labourer at Jimenbuen, 
Buckley’s Crossing. Dalgety, Buckley’s Crossing, Barnes Crossing. 1837: 
Buckley was the first settler; 1848: Barnes settled the district; Amos 
Crisp, squatter, of Jimenbuen, 720 acres, an early settler; by the late 
1850s there were 23 residents; 1874: township layed out; named Dalgety 
1875. Joseph Parker’s Birth Certificate, 1 Oct 1868: Father: Archibald 
Parker, farm servant, Jimenbuen Snowy River, 44 years (born 1824?), 
born Glasgow, married 3 Dec 1856 at Cooma. Mother: Martha formerly 
Davidson, aged 31 (born 1837?), born Dublin (actually in Sydney). 


NSW records of Mary Ann Maguire 


1832. 10 August. List of female immigrants arriving Sydney, NSW on 
the Red Rover. Mary Ann Macguire. Needleworker, alone, ex Cork, 
Ireland. The government paid the £7 10 shilling bounty (fare), which 
would have then been paid back by her new employer. 20 years old 
(born 1812?). Employer (this is unclear but most likely) Mr. Anderson, 
tah Street, Sydney. The Red Rover left Cork on 10 April 1832 for 
Sydney. 


1835. Gaol admission record. Mary A McGuire. Red Rover. 1832. 
Born 1815. 4ft 10% inches tall. Stout. Light complexion. Black hair. 
Hazel eyes. Blind in left eye. 


1835. Gaol entrance book. Mary Ann McGuire. Red Rover, 1832. 
Came free. Native place: Dublin. Protestant. Servant. Admitted 
to gaol 5 June 1835 by the police. Bail £10, 2 shillings, for bail at 
Quarter Sessions. Disposed (released) 22 July 1835. 
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Evidence daughter Martha Davison was illegitimate. 

1835. Court Case. Maria Ann McGuire was brought up on warrant, 
obtained by Mr. Davi(d)son, for outrageous conduct, and was 
ordered to find security (a security bond) for better behaviour for 
twelve calendar months. It appeared in evidence her visit to this 
gentleman was to obtain a maintenance for a child. 

Sydney Gazette & NSW Advertiser. Monday 27 July 1835. 


1836. Court case Mary Ann McGuire & James Davison, October 
1836. 

On Saturday an inhabitant of Castlereagh-street (James Davidson) 
appeared before the Police, to prosecute a woman named Mary Ann 
M’Guire, for annoying him continually. He stated that the day 
previous she came to his house with a child aged about two years 
and a half (Martha Davidson, born 11 June 1834 in Sydney), and 
insisted upon money for its support, which he refused. She told him 
she would follow and. annoy him whenever she met him in the streets. 
He would not deny that the child was his, but said that he should 
not acknowledge it, and that during the two years last past upwards of 
£150 (I doubt it) had been extorted from him by this woman. He 
appeared twice against her at the Police Office, and she was sent to 
jail. On her coming out the last time he had allowed her five shillings 
a week for the support of the child, but that had no effect. The 
Bench discharged her, remarking that, if she came again, she would 
be sent to jail, and they recommended the prosecutor, as he had been 
immoral enough to have a child by a woman who was not his wife, he 
had better make some compensation. Sydney Gazette & 
NSW Advertiser, 27 October 1836. 


The Red Rover 

"Arrivals. From Cork, yesterday the ship Red Rover, Captain Chrystie, 
with 202 free female settlers and 2 children.... The whole of the females 
have arrived in the most perfect state of health; they appear to be 
between the ages of 16 and 24 years." 

Sydney Gazette, 11 August 1832. 

‘The Female Emigrants from Ireland, per Red Rover, were landed 
yesterday, and conducted to the Lumber-yard, which has been fitted up 
for their temporary accommodation. Several of them have been delivered 
to respectable inhabitants who had made application for them, according 
to orders previously issued. It is to be hoped, that these young women, 
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who presented as they passed along the street a neat and respectable 
appearance, will be so treated by the families who apply for them, as to 
effect that important amelioration in the moral condition of our working 
population, which the measure is intended to accomplish. ’ 

Sydney Gazette. Tuesday 14 August. 

The Red Rover, the first emigrant ship carrying solely free women to 
Sydney, dropped anchor in Sydney Harbour on 10 August 1832. It was 
full of young, female Irish immigrants who had come from foundling 
hospitals in Cork and Dublin, sent here to address the shortage of 
suitable domestic servants in the colony of NSW, and no doubt to 
increase the massive undersupply of marriageable females. The Red 
Rover also was the first bounty ship - their way paid through the sale of 
crown land in the colony. Most of the girls gained positions as domestic 
servants within the Sydney area. The Red Rover was falsely and 
disgustingly described as a ship of ‘whores & wild women’. This is 
patently untrue. 


Mary Ann McGuire was a native of Dublin, a fiery little, courageous Irish 
girl. I am very proud of my ggggrandmother for her relentless, tenacious 
fight against James Davidson, who fathered her daughter Martha. She 
even continued this fight after being gaoled in June 1835. I am shocked 
by the brutality of the NSW legal system towards Mary Ann Maguire and 
its contempt for the rights of an unmarried mother. It contravened 
English common law, possibly going back a 1000 years. In 1500s 
Somerset, England, local church elders dealt with such matters by 
whipping the woman and enforcing the man to pay child maintanence. 


James Davidson, being a clerk, was an educated man who became quite 
successful in Sydney. John Hosking, of Hughes & Hosking, merchants, 
was his friend, boss and business partner. By 1842 or earlier they 
bought Eumarella Station in Portland, Victoria. Hosking had great 
influence becoming the first Mayor of Sydney. In 1843, Hughes & 
Hosking was declared bankrupt with massive debts of around £85,000. 
This triggered off a Depression in NSW and almost brought down the 
Bank of Australasia. Hosking's bankruptcy forced him to retire from 
Sydney Council in 1843. 


James Davidson probably got sick and tired of Mary Ann Maguire 
pursuing and harassing him around the streets of Sydney. I guess in the 


4 


Mary Ann Maguire's Family. Of Dublin. Working fie. 19 May 2020 
douglasp@melbpc.org.au douglasnparker@gmail.com 


end he paid her and daughter Martha Davidson's passage to Dublin, just 
to get rid of them and stop the constant embarrassment she was causing 
him. 


Quite remarkably, Martha Davidson migrated back to Sydney from 
Ireland, arriving on 21 November 1849 on the "orphan ship" William & 
Mary. The ship's record for Martha shows: a 14 year old laundress; 
mother "living in Dublin"; no mention of father; it clearly states Martha 
was born in Sydney. 
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St Philips Church, Sydney. 


The Great Potato Famine of Ireland (1845-1850) 

Many historians believe the famine was organized genocide of the Irish 
by their British masters, who were still shipping out 30-50 shiploads of 
food every day. Around one million Irish died during this time. Incredibly 
the population of Ireland fell by 20-25% due to mortality and 
immigration. Some writers claim over 30,000 single Irish women alone 
arrived in Australia over a fifteen-year period between 1848 and 1863 
under the Female Irish Orphan Scheme. In a male dominated society, 
these numbers altered the demographics of Australia in a very significant 
way. There are claims that 30% of Australia’s present population (in the 
1980s) have some Irish blood in their veins. 


Foundling Hospital, Dublin, part of the Dublin workhouse. 
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Ireland has always been a diabolically tough place for children: the 
horrendous behaviour of the Irish-born Roman Catholic paedophile priest 
rings in Australia, who learnt their trade in Ireland; vile Irish Roman 
Catholic nuns ran orphanages who committed infanticide and other 
terrible crimes, as has finally come to light in the early 2010s. 


In 1704 the Foundling Hospital (FH) of Dublin was opened. It took in 
children from all over Ireland. Many people were living on the streets in 
abject poverty. Children under six were supposed to be cared for by their 
own parishes. The FH's income 
came mainly from a duty on coal. 1,500 to 2,000 children were received 
annually. No inquiry was made about the parents, and no money 
received. Between 1775-96, 10,201 children (some 30% of total 
admissions) sent to the FH infirmary had VD. They were the offspring of 
prostitutes, who would probably have otherwise committed infanticide. 
Children either illegitimate or in want or distress were accepted. 
Between 1800-11: (1) 26,085 children were received under the 
protection of the institution; (2) 567 (4%) children were reclaimed and 
restored to their parents; (3) 1599 (6%) were apprenticed out to 
Protestant masters, and became in this way useful and respectable 
members of society. 

A few lucky children were sent to Protestant nurses in the country, who 
received a yearly wage. A child was required attend the parochial school 
and parish church. When old enough the child was apprenticed out to a 
Protestant master. In 1822 an 
admission fee of £5 was charged on the parish from which the child 
came, reducing annual arrivals to about 500. 

Conditions in the FH were dire, and after various attempts at reform it 
closed in 1830. Between 1796 and 1826, 80% of the 52,150 children 
admitted to the FH died. 

The buildings were then used as a workhouse for the poor, becoming 
known as the South Dublin Union. The workhouse infirmary which 
originally catered for sick inmates only began to take on an increasingly 
active role as an infirmary for the sick poor. Babies brought 
up here were fed on Panda..bread and milk...At an inquiry in 1797 the 
matron said the diet was unfit to sustain life! Older workhouse children: 
Breakfast, 1/4 lb porridge and a pint of milk; Dinner, pint of milk 
porridge; Supper, 1/4lb bread, spread with fresh butter. 30z cheese twice 
a week. Older children still: 1/2 pint beer & 1/4 lb bread (beer not very 
strong). 

Children from all over the country were brought to the workhouse, 
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carried by women in baskets at up to 8 at a time. Food always bad, 
cockroaches, crickets, earwigs. Stirabout thin and watery full of lumps. 
Maggots in bread, meat often stinking. Clothes: for girls very scanty. One 
peticoat, which was last year's frock. Neither frocks nor coats worn by 
boys were lined. No waistcoats. Children in the infirmary slept on straw, 
thrown on the bed. One thin under-blanket and another same sort for 
covering. When a child died, it's boots and stockings and linen weren't 
buried with it. Overcrowding dreadful. 4-8 to one bed. Windows in the 
assembly room were broken. Feet covered with sores, hands often so 
swollen that they could not draw the thread sewing. Afflicted with the 
‘itch’. Children were savagely 
punished at times. A boy complained about badness of bread got 20 
lashes with cat of 9 tails. Others stripped to waist and lashed, a 7-8 yr old 
got 8-9 lashes for being slow to go to bed. An older offender (big) got 60 
lashes and had an iron weight tied to his leg. 


1798. Foundling Hospital Dining Hall, Dublin 


House of Industry (HOT) 

Was established in Dublin in 1703 “for the employment and maintaining 
the poor.” In 1729 it also became a foundling hospital. It was located at 
the present site of St. James’s Hospital, James’s Street. 

Another House of Industry was founded in 1773 in Channel Row, modern- 
day North Brunswick Street, on the north side of the city. 
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The HOI offered housing for beggars, vagabonds, deserted children 
under the age of eight, and the mentally insane. In 1773, the workhouse 
was split into an insane hospital, a 

workhouse for the poor and a foundling hospital for deserted children's 
safety and education. 80% of the foundlings died (many poisoned 
deliberately). 

In 1805 the workhouse where vagabonds and beggars was described by 
Sir John Carr as “A gloomy abode of mingled want, disease, vice and 
malady, where lunatics were loaded with heavy chains and fallen women 
(prostitutes) bound and logged”. In 1835 Alexis de Tocqueville described 
the conditions of the inmates there as 'the most hideous and disgusting 
aspect of destitution’. The food provided was soup rendered from left- 
overs collected in a wheelbarrow from the wealthy. 

Under the 1838 Irish Poor Law, the House of Industry on James Street 
became the South 

Dublin Union and the one on Channel Row became the North Dublin 
Union. 


Sadly, no tragically, forced by extreme poverty and the devastating 
effects of the Potato Famine (1845-49) both Mary Ann & her daughter 
Martha spent many years living in: 


The Workhouse in Dublin North, Co. Dublin 

1703. Dublin's first House of Industry established south of the River 
Liffey near (Saint) James's Street. Though the establishment's inmates 
included 'sturdy beggars’, 'disorderly women’, and the old and infirm, its 
main activity was as the city's Foundling Hospital, receiving large 
numbers of orphaned or abandoned children. 

1772. Anew House of Industry was established an 11.5-acre site on the 
north side the Liffey, at the north side of North Brunswick Street. Its role 
was to take: poor helpless men and women worthy of admission; men, 
vagabonds or sturdy beggars able or fit for labour; idle, strolling, and 
disorderly women able or fit for labour. 

A large complex of buildings evolved: an asylum for aged and infirm poor; 
an asylum for incurable lunatics; the Bedford Asylum for children; the 
Hardwicke Fever Hospital; the Whitworth Hospital for chronic medical 
patients; the Richmond Surgical Hospital; the Talbot Dispensary, giving 
medical and surgical relief to extreme poor. 

1839. The House cost over £20,000 per annum, to house 1665 inmates 
(£12 per head). There were: 888 aged and infirm poor; 474 incurable 
lunatics and epileptics; 303 sick in the hospitals. 

North Dublin Poor Law Union 

1839. Established to service an area of 60 square miles, including nine 
electoral divisions: County Dublin: North City, Howth, Blanchardstown, 
Castleknock, Clontarf, Coolock, Drumcondra, Finglas and Glasnevin. 
1831 Census: the area had 124,425 people. North City had 100,273. The 
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part of Dublin to the south of the River Liffey formed the separate South 
Dublin Poor Law Union. 


1- NORTH ais UNION. 


ELECTORAL DIVISIONS 


North Dublin Union, 1840 


A new building was intended to accommodate up to 2000 inmates: 250 
aged and infirm males; 200 able-bodied and partially infirm males; 350 
boys; 350 aged and infirm females; 300 able-bodied and partially infirm 
females; 350 girls; 200 sick in the hospitals and violent lunatics in cells. 
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meara. 
North Dublin workhouse site, 1849. 
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In 1844, J.G. Kohl visited the North Dublin workhouse: The food and 
clothing... is certainly better than (the Irish street paupers who).... go 
about half-naked and half-starved. (They eat) potatoes, oatmeal, and 
milk, particularly buttermilk. Bread is given only to the children and the 
sick. (Only) children and invalids get lunch of bread and milk. Breakfast 
is at 9am, 4pm for dinner. Breakfast: new milk and stirabout, a kind of 
porridge of oatmeal. Dinner: potatoes and buttermilk. On Sundays, 
holidays, and every Thursday, they get soup. An adult receives seven 
ounces of oatmeal and half a pint of new milk for breakfast, and four 
pounds of potatoes and a pint of buttermilk for dinner. 

There is a potato diet for adults, a bread diet for children, a rice and 
meat diet for the sick, and lastly, a fever diet for the class of patients 
always most numerous in an Irish workhouse. 

1670 pounds of potatoes are boiled at once in an enormous kettle. The 
spuds are divided into portions of 342-4 lbs, each enclosed in nets, put in 
a large basket and boiled... the poor are then marched up in military 
order to get his net. 

There was a school for children. Most of the people were employed 
picking oakum- untwining old rope ends-used for calking ships. 

The old clothes store (was filled with) variegated rags the paupers wore 
upon admission. The inmates were given a gray uniform with N.D.U.W.H. 
(North Dublin Union Workhouse) embroidered upon it in large letters. 
The pauper could leave whenever he wished, but only wearing his own 
old rags. 

The North Dublin union had a school, known as St Vincent's Home, at 
Cabra, on the south side of Navan Road, alongside Dublin's Phoenix Park. 


DUBLIN, NORTH WARD WORKHOUSE RECORDS. 
MARY ANN DAVIDSON &MARTHA DAVIDSON. 


1840. 14 September. Admitted. Martha Davidson. Aged 6. Orphan. 
Condition of pauper, clean. Discharged 4 October 1840. This is probably 
just after Mary Ann & Martha returned from Sydney, while Mary Ann 
could find accommodation. 


1841. 18 January. Admitted. Nrs 2544 and 2545. Mary Ann Davidson (nee 
Maguire)*, aged 24 (born 1816), widow and child Martha Davidson. 
Protestant, good health, Next of kin: Jane. Condition of pauper, ragged, 
Electoral Division and Townland: North (of Liffey River). Date when left 
workhouse: 10 April 1841. Martha Davidson, aged 6 (born 1834), date 
when left workhouse: 19 May 1841. *Mary Ann used Davidson, her 
daughter's surname. She did not marry Martha's father James Davidson. 
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1844. 27 June. Admitted. Nr 9807. Martha Davison, aged 9 (born 1835). 
Observations of pauper: Mother at 2544. Protestant, good health. 
Discharged 21 January 1847. 2% years! 


1847. 10 April. Martha Davison, age 12 (born 1834-35), mother at nr 
2544, no employment, Protestant, good health, discharged 21 January 
1847. 


1847. 4 February. Admitted. Martha Davison. Aged 11. Protestant. 
Delicate after fever. Discharged from the fever hospital Cork Street, 5 
November 1847. (south of the River Liffey). That year 12,000 poor 
with typhus applied to be admitted. 


1847. 15 November, Admitted. Nr 25946. Martha Davidson, aged 12, 
delicate after a fever. From the (Fever) hospital. Discharged 7 December 
1848. 


1847. 24 December. Admitted. Martha Davison. Aged 12. Deserted (by 
mother). Delicate after fever. Discharged 18 July 1849. In 1847-49, 2% 
years. 


1850. The workhouse Laundress reports Mary Ann Davidson for refusing 
to work when requested. To be confined twice 12 hours. 
| reene piten o a mo cenene 
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1852. 8 March. Admitted. Mary A Davidson. Nr 460. aged 36 (born 
1816), widow, plain worker, Protestant, good health. Pauper's condition, 
ragged. Discharged 22 September 1857. 5% years. 


1857. 5 October. Admitted. Mary A Davidson, aged 40 (born 1817), 
widow, plain (needle worker as distinct from embroidery) worker, 
Protestant. Pauper's condition, bad and dirty. Electoral division & 
Townland, Dublin, Church Street, North City. Discharged 13 July 
1860. Nearly 3 years. 


1860. 27 June. Mary Anne Davidson has received an order from her 
daughter in Australia (Martha Parker nee Davidson), enclosed to the case 
of Rev. CS Standford, for £10 for her mother to travel to Melbourne. 
Dublin Poor Law Union, Board of Guardians. 
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1860. 27 June 1860. Board of Guardians North Dublin (poor) Union. 
Grants £7 to Mary Ann Davidson to assist her passage to Melbourne. 
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1860. On 2 July Reverend Stanford sent £2 to help pay for Mary Ann's 
trip. 
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1860. Letter of health re fitness of Mary Ann Davidson to travel to 
Australia. 
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1857. 5 October. Admitted. Mary A Davidson, aged 40 (born 1817), 
widow, plain (needle worker as distinct from embroidery) worker, 
Protestant. Pauper's condition, bad and dirty. Electoral division & 
Townland, Dublin, Church Street, North City. Discharged 13 July 
1860. Nearly 3 years. 


MARY ANN (MAGUIRE) DAVIDSON RETURNS TO 
AUSTRALIA 


1860. 20 July. The mighty ship Great Britain. 

Mary Ann Davidson, aged 42 (born 1817-18), spinster, Irish, 
contracted to leave the ship at Melbourne, departed Liverpool on 20 
July 1860 on the Great Britain. The trip was remarkably quick, just 62 
days. 130 crew. 404 passengers. Great Britain was designed by the 
engineering genius Brunel. A ship very much ahead of her time, she 
made 47 round voyages (32 to Australia), leaving Bristol for trials in 
January 1845. She is now a fully restored museum piece in Bristol. 


She was 3,270 gross ton ship, 289ft long with a 50ft beam, clipper stem, 
one funnel, six masts (rigged for sail), iron construction, single screw and 
a speed of 9 knots. In December 1850 she was reconditioned, fitted with 
new engines, two funnels athwartships, four masts and accommodation 
for 50-1st and 680-3rd class passengers. 
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isn. C ek d $5 Beet Dpi ngat, 
Life on board Great Britain during an 1863 voyage, by Herman Zumstein, 
a passenger who worked in Melbourne as a silk merchant. 


LIVERPOOL & AUSTRALIAN NAVIGATION CO. 


STEAM FROM LIVERPOOL TO AUSTRALIA. 


THE CELEBRATED AUXI STEAM-SHIP 


CREAT BRITAIN, 


209 Tons, and 500 Horse-power, 


CHARLES CHAPMAN, Commander, 


IS APPOINTED TO LEAVE THE RIVER MERSEY, 


FOR MELBOURNE AND BRISBANE 


(Landing meneer a i ate at Melbourne, and proceeding without delay? ; 
NG PASSENGERS ALSO FOR 


SYDNEY, ADELAIDE, AND NEW ZEALAND, 


ON SATURDAY THE 25th OCTOBER, 1873. 


has made ee f teeta te out to Melbourne in the unprecedented 
Mordes an oppartumie 


Tais magsiboem and far-famed Sh 


short time of 53 ‘days. Shean Pasmenge Newstralie in alene ot ae short a time as by the Overland 
Route, ms Southampton, withe attemdem thereon, and avoidin; g entirely the discomfori of 
fooquens changes. Her Saloon ar cs are perfert, snd possi nce, Tafer Boudoir, Baths, ete: and 
her noble pamenger decks, Tighted at ant . < is a le clames. 


Including Steward's Fees, the attendance of an experienced Burgeon, asd all Provisions of the best quality. 
TC MELBOURNE. TO = 
Poor - eo ase cencerascsesens a Guinenas----. - - 
AFTER SALOON.. { POOF ..-- Be ae ee menns 


SECOND CLASS eget Dock) 
THIRD OLARE- ences: =e 
BTERBRAGE .... ~-a- -o eeceneee 

Children under Twelve Years, Sante: Sao Infante under Twelve Miaation, wise 29 
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Unclaimed letter March 1861 


Government Gazette. Someone sent a letter to her, believing she was in 


the region of Cooma and Dalgety. In 1856 her daughter Martha Davidson 
& Archibald Parker married in Cooma. On 15 December 1860, an 
unclaimed letter for Archibald Parker was also published in the Gazette. 


1862. 2 June. Mary Ann Davison. Unclaimed letter. NSW Government 
Gazette. 


Government Gazette. 
List of ships letters for 20 January 1863, only letters received by Ship 
from England, Foreign ports & neighbouring colonies. 


1866. Victorian Post Office Directory (POD): Mrs Davidson 32 Franklin 
Street West Melbourne; Mrs Davidson 45 Thompson Street 
Williamstown. 


1868. Vic police gazette. 1868. 16 January. Stolen from Mary A 
Davidson in Melbourne on night 13th inst, small English locket & small 
gold key attached. 


1879, 80, 81,82. Mary Ann Davison. Greenwood St, Collingwood 
(Melbourne) Ancestry 


DEATH OF MARY ANN (MAGUIRE) DAVIDSON 


1876. Death Certificate: Mary Ann Davis or Davidson. 3 January 1876. 
Aged 63 (born ca 1813?). Of a general debility. Parents & address 
unknown. Buried in the New Cemetery, Melbourne. Born Scotland (the 
Scottish and Irish accent are very similar). Died in "Gipps Ward" 
(Melbourne) Hospital? 
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Burial at Melbourne General Cemetery. Mary Ann Davidson was buried 
in a public unmarked (paupers) grave on 5 January 1876, aged 60 (born 
1815?) in the Church Of England area. No further details available. 


Melbourne Hospital, opened in 1844, situated in a 10-bed, two-storey 
cottage on the corner of Lonsdale and Swanston Streets. As was the 
custom of the day, patients early on were admitted upon the 
recommendation of a subscriber 


POLICE COURTS. 


POLICE CITY COURT. Wednesday, 9th September. (Before Messrs. Sturt 
and Campbell.) 


A Gambler's Spree. — Elizabeth Robinson, Mary A. Robinson, and Mary 
A. Davidson were charged by George Frederick Bunion, a tailor, with 
robbing him in a house of ill-fame in Lcichardt street (Sydney?). The 
prisoner wheu giving his evidence seemed to be quite oblivious of what 
had occurred, but according to bis own admission, after drinking, 
gambling, and dancing, bo went to tbo prisoners' bouse, wbere an orgle 
took placo and the money wes token, but lio could not say who took it or 
who bad it. There was no further evidence, and the prisoners were 
discharged. The Herald, Melbourne, 11 Sep 1868. 


I. POLICE COURTS. CITY COURT (THIS DAY.) the. Mayor and Messrs 
Call, Rawlings,: and Alston.). Mary A. Davidson, Cathererine Thompson, 
Anne Grant, and Margaret Sutherland were each sent to gaol for seven 
days for fighting in Bourke street. Herald (Melbourne, Vic. 
Thursday 1 April 1869, page 3 


Mary A. David-son, Catherine Thompson, Anne Grant, and Margaret Sutherland, 
four girls of the town, who had been lighting in Bourke-street, were sent to gaol 
for seven days. Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1957), Friday 2 April 1869 
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\ 


Mary A. David-son and Selina Raiaor, fur causing a dis-turbance in the Btreet, 
were ordered to gaol for forty-eight hours, Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1957), 
Wednesday 21 November 1866, 


Mary A. Davidson, charged with assault on a man named Egan, a farrier, 
was dismissed, as the bench thought he had got only what be deserved 
for keeping bod company. Herald (Melbourne, Vic. : 1861 - 1954), 
Thursday 23 September 1869 
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MAGUIRE FAMILY ORIGINS 


"Mag-Uidhir" (Maguire, McGuire) is a distinguished, truly Irish Gaelic 
clan that ruled over the county of Fermanagh in Ireland for over 400 
years. They were known for their courage, great leadership and for their 
stout resistance when under attack. The Maguire clan was particularly 
targeted during the English conquest of Ireland. 


The Sil-Uidhir, or race of Odhar, took on the name of Mag-Uidhir and was 
first mentioned in 956 A.D. The word Uidhir, meaning “pale coloured 
one”, is the possessive form of the proper name Odhar. The modern 
spelling of the surname comes from the Gaelic Mag-Uidhir or MacUidhir, 
which was later anglicized to Maguire and MacGuire. According to local 
beliefs, Odhar was St. Patrick's servant and chariot driver around 452 
A.D. Odhar was also eleventh in descent from "Colla da Croich", the first 
King of Ulster, from whom many Irish noble families are said to descend. 


Some early Irish genealogists believe the Maguire clan originated in 
Westmeath County. They are then believed to have moved to the 
county of Fermanagh. In the 1400s they built a stronghold (Maguire’s 
castle) in Enniskillen, on an island between the upper and lower Erne 
River to control the passage of ships and their cargoes The Maguire 
chieftains’ navy of 1,500 boats patrolled the waterways of the lake 
system that extended about forty miles. 

Donn Carragh Maguire (died 1302) was the first Maguire to become 
prince of Fermanagh. By the late 1500s the Maguires controlled almost 
all of present day Fermanagh, which was known as “McGuire’s Country”. 


The senior branch family seat was at the stronghold at Lisnaskea, while 
the junior branch was at Enniskillen Castle. The kingship alternated 
regularly between both branches. Many Maguire chieftains were buried 
at the Franciscan Friary in Donegal, while others were interred at Cavan 
monastery. During the English conquest of Ireland (1540-1607) most of 
the land was confiscated. Many Maguire families moved into 
neighbouring counties, while others fled from Ireland during the “Flight 
of the Earls” (1607). 

Today, it is thought the Maguires come from Fermanagh. Possibly the 
MacGuire or McGuires have their origins in Mayo or Roscommon. 
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